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CALLING ALL

Let’s go girls!

OF MY

Campers!! contact your
fave staff members to tell
them you want them back
at camp! (Email Addresses
listed in your CAmpintouch

accounts!)
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S t a f f  c o n t r a c t s
w e r e  i s s u e d  l a s t

w e e k - S i g n  o n
t o d a y ! !  

S TA F F :  C o n t a c t
J a s o n@ k a m a j i . c o m
w i t h  Q u e s t i o n s .

A N NOUN C EM E NT S  

K a m a j i  H a t s
o f f  t o  T h e e :
R U B Y  L A S T -  

t h e  1  o f f i c i a l
s t a f f  m e m b e r

o f  K a m a j i
2 0 2 6 ! ! !

s t

We  c a n  a l s o  w e l c o m e
b a c k ,  H e a d  C o u n s e l o r ,

D a n n i  Fa r r e l l  a n d
S u m m e r t i m e  A s s i s t a n t

D i r e c t o r ,  L a n e y  M a g u i r e !



Send all pictures (like Halloween Pics!), small-world run-ins, 
humble brags and More to Kat@kamaji.com to be featured in 

the Rainbow Connection!

A N NOUN C EM E NT S  
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MORE

Q :  “ H o w  d o  I  g e t  o n e
o f  t h e s e  a m a z i n g

s w e a t s h i r t s ? ”  

1 . T e l l  a  f r i e n d  a b o u t  K a m a j i
2 . F r i e n d  E n r o l l s  i n  K a m a j i
3 . S e n d  K a t @ k a m a j i . c o m  y o u r

S i z e
4 . S w e a t s h i r t  A r r i v e s  i n  M a i l
5 . W e a r  S w e a t s h i r t -  f e e l  g r e a t !
6 . S e n d  K a t @ k a m a j i . c o m  a  P i c  o f

y o u r s e l f  i n  s a i d  s w e a t s h i r t  t o
b e  f e a t u r e d  i n  N e w s l e t t e r ! !

Kamaji’s Campership
Fund

A :

Camp for All Kids

More Ways to Share: 

+   Tui t i on  ass i s t ance  i s  g rante d
base d  on  f inanc i a l  ne e d  as
de t ermine d  by  an  indep endent
f inanc i a l  a id  sys t em(FAST ) .
+  Re c ip i en ts  o f  a l l  r a c es  &  f a i ths
can  app ly  f r om any  scho o l ,  c i ty ,
s t at e  o r  c ountry
+  Renewab l e  c amp ersh ips  as
de t ermine d  by  f inanc i a l  ne e d

+   Camp ersh ips  are  grante d  t o
s tudents  o f  c o l o r  f r om scho o l s
in  Ch i cago ,  M i lwauke e ,  S t .  L ouis
&  C l eve l and .
+  Began  at  Kama j i  in  the  e arly
1990 ' s
+  Re c ip i en ts  are  typ i ca l ly  f r om
busy ,  urban  c i t i e s
+  Renewab l e  s cho l arsh ips

to Meredith (Goodale), 
Camp Nurse & Kamaji Alum,

and her husband, 
Justin DeSanto, on the
birth of their beautiful

baby-
Evan DeSanto!! (10/15/25)

Meredith, 
“A Natural”,
 with baby

Caleb Nelson in
2015!!

EVAN :  Future
Rainbow Boy

https://kamaji.com/giving/
https://kamaji.com/giving/
https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=cfak&id=12


THANK YOU

An Enormous 
THANK YOU

To the 
Rhoden Fami ly
for  Host ing an
Info Sess ion at

the i r  home!

A N NOUN C EM E NT S  
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E V EN MORE

Wich ita ! ! 

K a m a j i  C a m p e r s  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t  a n d  F u t u r e !
K a t ,  J o l i e ,  T o l u l a ,  M o n r o e  a n d  S p e c i a l  G u e s t  S t a r ,

f r o m  N a s h v i l l e ,  A v e r y ,  a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  W i c h i t a !  

. . . to  A lumna,  Camp Mom &
longt ime f r iend,

 CAROLYN MASTIO 
who went  above and beyond
to inv i te  fami l ies  together

to  learn about  Kamaj i !

Do you have a CAUSE that is close to your heart? Share
pictures or stories of how you are helping others!

Or do you have suggestions for how Kamaji campers from
across the country/world can make a positive impact during

the holiday season- share your charitable organizations,
fundraisers and volunteering ideas to be featured in the next

newsletter!



INFO SESSIONSREUNIONS 
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Be sure to share

with family or

friends in

Nashville!



What did you choose to do? 
Share your acts of thankfulness &
gratitude to be highlighted in the
next newsletter and encourage

others to do the same! 6

BE THANKFUL

Gratitude Notes
 Write short thank-you notes
for the people who brighten

your days — teachers,
friends, counselors, parents,
even your mail carrier (psst
the ones who deliver your

letters to/from camp!

As the season of gratitude rolls in, here are a few fun, easy ways for
Kamaji girls (and families!) to celebrate thankfulness all month long.
Whether you’re at school, home, or missing camp a little extra this
fall — these ideas will help you pause, appreciate, and share some

kindness.

Secret Kindness Mission
 Pick one person each week
and do something kind for

them without telling them —
leave a sweet note in a
friend’s locker or do a

sibling’s chore.

Give Back Together
 Find small ways to give back

— bake cookies for a
neighbor, collect food for a

local pantry, or share a smile
with someone who needs it.

Gratitude Wall
 Cover a wall or door with
sticky notes or drawings of
things you’re thankful for.
Invite family or friends to

add their own.

Gratitude Chain Reaction
 Start a “gratitude chain” at

school or home — when
someone does something kind

for you, pay it forward to
someone else. See how far it

spreads!

Donate with Gratitude
 Go through toys, books, or

clothes you’ve outgrown and
donate them to kids who

could use them. Be thankful
for the memories — and

pass the joy along.



Gracie Mervis (D.C.)
visiting Chicago-area camp
friends, Abby Millington,

Olivia Neiswander,
Caroline Hirsh and
Lincoln Oertel!

2025 counselors, jada Hollis, Tor de Brujin, Mia hayes,
Becca Zwart, Abby Potter & Kim Russell, rented an RV
to explore the USA after camp together- here they are

at Grand Teton National Park!!

Kate Mervis (D.C.) Met up
with her Chicago-Area
Hatchery Cabinmates:
Mariama Andrews-

Hutchinson, Felicity Nelson,
Cadence Jones, 

Ellie Kate Van Gilder and 
LouisE Anderson! 

Speaking of Thankful...
Look at what these Kamaji girls are up to!
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Former Cabinmates, and Current Kamaji Moms, Jillian
(Cousins) Arnold and Lauren Baer met up in Brooklyn
with their Campers (both Mundahmins!), Ella Arnold and

Serena Meyers-Baer



When friends Ava
Verdun, Flo Lloyd, Lia
and Chloe Fleischer

heard their pal, Betsy
Kesselman, was in town
on a school trip to
D.C.- they arranged to
“Accidentally” run
into each other! 

(Thanks to Kamaji die-
hard, Jamie-Betsy’s

mom!!) 

 2 0 2 5
H a t c h e r y
C a m p e r ,  
A l e s s i a

N A e y m i - R a d ,
Proudly showing
off her metig

spirit at school 

Look at what these Kamaji girls are up to!

Speaking of Thankful...
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Noa Ray, always a
Repping her

Mundahmins, chose
sparkly gold nails
for her latest Mani! 

Kamaji’s Chicago Reunion!!

Cabinmates, 
Cadence Jones

& Louise
Anderson!!

Cabinmates,
Juju Saesan &
Cate Graziano



W i s h  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a  h a p p y
b i r t h d a y !   L o g  i n  t o  C a m p i n t o u c h

f o r  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n !  : )  

Staff

Luc inda Chorney
Mylena Garc i a
Evelyn Kras
El i ana Laragh
Noa Jacoby
Elod i e  Fredman
Jul i a Showalter
Zoey Ca in e
L i a  Fl e i scher
Moll i e  H i rsh
El en i  Kwatra
P i p er Vasey
Cla i r e W indom
Lyla Thorpe
Orly Garf i e ld
Add i e  O 'Mara
Gemma Busby
Lauren Mc Int i r e
J esse Dornan
Rose Sch i eb er

Campers
2
3
3
4
6
7
7
9
9
10
11
15
15
20
22
23
24
25
28
29

N
O

V E M B E
R
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Morgan Good
Mered i th DeSanto
Kels i e  Gledh i ll
Ana Toledo Sarm i entos

2
7
18
30

Date

Date

https://kamaji.campintouch.com/v2/login/login.aspx


2026 Kamaji Dates

FULL 8 WEEK SESSION

2nd SESSION

1st SESSION

June 15th – August 8th

June 15th-July 11th

July 13th-August 8th

E N R O L L

H E R E ! ! !
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IVY SWARTZ
8th

Chicago, IL

Fiona Belmonti
9th

Chicago, IL

2 0 2 6  C A M P E R
E N R O L L M E N T !

W E E K E R S
BETSY KESSELMAN

8th
NORTHBROOK, IL

MADDIE HERNANDEZ
8th

Northbrook, IL

Jesse
dornan
7th

Denver,
CO

Layla
Greenwood

4th
Glencoe,

IL
Avery

Lipschultz
8th

Denver, CO Serena Meyers-Baer
4th

Brooklyn, NY

Kendall Richards
8th

St. Louis, MO
Felicity 
Nelson
2nd
Lake
Bluff,
IL

https://kamaji.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/App
https://kamaji.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/App


*NEW TO CAMP KAMAJI
FOR SUMMER 2026!   S E S S I O N1ST
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2 0 2 6  C A M P E R
E N R O L L M E N T !

Frances
Avery
Emery
Margaux
Gemma
Lucinda
Addie
Sona
London
Josie
Elodie
Cate
Lilly
Kaleesi
Zoey
Noa
Beatrix
Lizzie
Bea
Pauline
Gweneth
Flo
Marie
Eva
Alessia

Badrul
Bargfeldt
Beffa
Billotte
Busby
Chorney
Cronk-Gebbia
Deshmukh
Donaldson
Fredman
Fredman
Graziano
Greene
Greene
Humphrey
Jacoby
Josefson
Joyce
Kastner
Kelley
Kelley
Lloyd
Lonergan
McCulloch
Naeymi-Rad

1st
6th
6th
6th
4th
9th
7th
9th
5th
5th
6th
6th
4th
6th
8th
7th
5th
4th
4th
5th
7th
8th
6th
3rd
2nd

Minneapolis
Franklin
Brookfield
Chevy Chase
Highland Park
Minneapolis
El Cajon

Jacksonville
Lake Villa

Bannockburn
Bannockburn
Lake bluff
Minnetrista
Minnetrista

Denver
Chicago
Bemidji
Deerfield
Fox Point
Lake Bluff
Lake Bluff
Washington
Lake Bluff
Chicago

Libertyville

MN
TN
IL
MD
IL
MN
CA
FL
IL
IL
IL
IL
MN
MN
CO
IL
MN
IL
WI
IL
IL
DC
IL
IL
IL

Lilah
LJ
Caroline
Hannah
Amelia
Noa
Joslyn
Jo
JuJu
Oakley
Olive
Brooke
Genevieve
Lorelei

Pearl
Polster
Rabb
Rabb
Rabb
Ray
Riddle
Rouspil
Saesan
Thiesen
Thiessen
Willhite
Worley
Worley

9th
4th
2nd
5th
6th
2nd
5th
7th
6th
9th
7th
8th
4th
7th

Encinitas
Fox Point
Lowell
Lowell
Lowell
Chicago

Lake Bluff
Des Moines
Lake Bluff
Brainerd
Clear Lake

Albuquerque
Chicago
Chicago

CA
WI
MI
MI
MI
IL
IL
IA
IL
MN
MN
NM
IL
IL

Name NameGrade GradeHometown Hometown



*NEW TO CAMP KAMAJI
FOR SUMMER 2026!   S E S S I O N

2 0 2 6  C A M P E R
E N R O L L M E N T !

2ND
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Louise
Abbie
Matilda
Eloise
Celeste
Nora
Isabel
Eliana
Cat
Elle
Olivia
Victoria
Dylan
Blake
Chloe
Lia
Orly
Lily
Greta
Zali
Madeline
Eve
Millie
Olivia
Erin
Evelyn
Vivienne
Akari
Hazel
Willa
Eve

Molly
Evie
Kate
Gracie
Abigail
Olivia
Emery
Maddie
Elliott
Abigail
Kai
Kennedy
Scarlett
Violet
Rosie
Evelyn
Olivia
Ella
Henri
Serenity
Rose
Brooke
Mae
Wilder
M.E.
Juliet
Ellie
Lillian
Nora
Lexi

Anderson
Anderson
Asarch
Baker
Belmonti
Bhatraju
Bhatraju
Brown
Carrazana
Cassidy
Darvick
Dìaz Petrides
Ditto
Eldridge
Fleischer
Fleischer
Garfield
Genser
Gimbel
Gouin
Hannes
Jackson
Jackson
Kansupada
King
Kras
Laufer
Lema
Limbert
Limbert
Mason

McDonough
McWilliams
Mervis
Mervis
Millington
Neisewander
Neisewander
Paine
Redborg
Reyzin
Richards
Richards
Rissman
Rissman
Rissman
Rogala
Rubenstein
Rubenstein
Saipe
Sanchez
Schieber
Schieber
Severn
Severn-Harding
Stewart
Trueger
Voller
Wall
Williams
Young

5th
8th
4th
6th
7th
6th
8th
5th
3rd
5th
5th
8th
6th
7th
9th
3rd
6th
9th
4th
7th
3rd
6th
7th
4th
8th
7th
6th
8th
8th
8th

4th
9th
6th
4th
5th
3rd
5th
8th
5th
8th
3rd
7th
6th
6th
4th
8th
5th
6th
7th
6th
4th
8th
8th
4th
4th
5th
7th
8th
3rd
7th
7th

Lake Forest
Lake Forest
Denver
Washington
Chicago
Seattle
Seattle
Shaker Heights
Mission Hills
Evanston
Chicago
Miguel Hidalgo
Chicago
Highland Park
Chevy Chase
Chevy Chase
New York
Highland Park
Oakland
Kirkland
Lake Forest
Kansas City
Kansas City
Chicago
Bethesda
Kenilworth
Deerfield
Tokyo
Berkeley
Berkeley
Deerfield

Steamboat Springs
Ann Arbor
Arlington
Arlington
Skokie
Winnetka
Winnetka
Kenilworth
Chehalis
Glencoe
St. Louis
St. Louis
Highland Park
Berkeley
Berkeley
Belgrade
Glencoe
Glencoe
St. Louis
Deerfield
Hinsdale
Hinsdale
Washington
Lees Summit
Austin
Chicago
San Diego
Oklahoma City
Ann Arbor
Deerfield

CO
MI
VA
VA
IL
IL
IL
IL
WA
IL
MO
MO
IL
CA
CA
MT
IL
IL
MO
IL
IL
IL
DC
MO
TX
IL
CA
OK
MI
IL

IL
IL
CO
DC
IL
WA
WA
OH
KS
IL
IL
Mexico
IL
IL
MD
MD
NY
IL
CA
WA
IL
MO
MO
IL
MD
IL
IL
Japan
CA
CA
IL

Name NameGrade GradeHometown Hometown


